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web, and the dexterity with which it is suspended by a 
stout thread, and twirled round for this purpose, is wor- 
th* of notice. If another spider, (for the disposition to 
kill extends af fully to their own tribe and species as to 
any other,) it is a matter of exertion. As the warfare is 
one of crushing, and not of biting, weight appears to be 
admitted as a certain means of victory, and, accordingly, 
the stranger tries the vibration of the web before he ad- 
vances. If he finds the tenant too heavy for him, he 
escapes as fast as he can; but if the weight suit him, he 
advances, and the instant that his full weight comes on 
the web, the owner drops down, still attached to a thread, 
and escapes to a plant, or posts himself at the end of one 
of the main braces, without resting all his weight upon it. 
From this position he tries the weight of his assailant; 
and if he has taken an over-estimate before, he darts along 
with so much impetus, that the invader generally pays for 
his temerity with his 1 fe. If the motive which put him 
to flight i3 confirmed, or remains doubtful, he retains his 
post, but without bearing his weight on the brace. The 
claws of one foot are, however, ready to cut it adrift, if 
the case require. When the assailant gains the centre, 
he tries all the radiating threads for the owner ; and 
though that is not so clear, as neither of them is very 
powerful without the assistance of the web, he may some- 
times try if there is a descending thread of escape. If he 
find the place of the Iurker, he makes straight for it; but 
if the other be a good tactician— and he is seldom defi- 
cient — just as the enemy comes to the single thread, that 
thread is cut, and down drop Doth web and invader, often 
with so much velocity, that, with the injury of only a 
small portion of the web, the invader is flung sprawling 
on the ground, and the owner of the meshy tenement 
returns in safety to the remains of it, and repairs the in- 
jury at his leisure." 

It is, however, generally allowed, that the same species 
of spiders seldom or never attack each other, excepting 
in the case of one of them getting old, and being ex- 
hausted of materials to form a new web, when its last one 
has been by some means destroyed. It will then endea- 
vour to obtain the possession of its neighbour's, and fight 
hard for it, which if it does not obtain, it must soon pe- 
rish. G y. 

Ballymena. 



THE IRISH PEASANTRY. 

We have, as our readers are well aware, endeavoured, 
from time to time, to turn the attention of the wealthy 
and affluent landed proprietary of Ireland to the miser- 
able condition in which the peasantry in many districts 
of our country are still allowed to remain, without a sin- 
gle effort being made to improve their state by those who 
have the means, and have the very best right to exert 
their energies and influence towards effecting for them 
some degree of amelioration. We have observed with 
pleasure that the subject is at the present moment attract- 
ing much attention ; and we do trust that something will 
speedily be done to remove this stain from the character 
of the wealthy and the great, who draw large incomes 
from their Irish properties. The following observations 
by an intelligent foreign traveller, Frederick Von Raumer, 
who visited England, Scotland, and Ireland, in the course 
of the last year, bring the subject so vividly to view, that 
we are induced to quote them. 

" On the 20th I went to Killarney, and hastened to 
Ross Castle, in order to. enjoy the prospect of the pic- 
turesque mountains and lakes. I the more willingly re- 
frain from comparisons, because the weather all at once 
became extremely unfavourable, and compelled me to 
«ive up the plan of seeing the whole. I returned to Dub- 
Jin by way of Limerick, through fertile tracts, tedious 
bogs, and barren heaths, the rain pouring down all the 
time. You must be content with this dry enumeration ; 
and if you desire descriptions of scenery, you may read 
over again what I wrote last year about the same time 
from Switzerland. — My mind is filled with one thought — 
I can entertain no other— it is that of the inexpressible 
wretchedness of so many thousands. In England I looked 
in vain for misery, and all the complaints that I heard 
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seemed to me to be partial and exaggerated* Here no 
words can express the frightful truth which everywhere 
meets the eye. To form an idea of it, you must aee these 
houses— not houses, but huts— not huts, but hovels, 
mostly without windows or apertures ; the same entrance 
—the same narrow space for men and hogs, tm? latter 
lively, sleek, and well fed, the former covered with rags, 
or rather hung with fragments of rags in a manner which 
it is impossible to conceive. If I except the respectable 
people in the towns, I did not see upon thousands of Irish 
a whole coat, a whole shirt, or any other part of their 
dress— but all in tatters. 

" The ruins of ancient castles were pointed out to me; 
but how could I take any pleasure in them while the de- 
solate ruined huts surrounded me, and testified the dis- 
tress of the present times more loudly than the others did 
the grandeur of the past ? But then the lords were of 
the same race— of the same language ; they were on the 
spot, and the people certainly not so wretched as since 
the confiscations of the English conquerors. Other huts 
were half fallen down, but the occupants crept into the 
remaining half, which was not larger than a coffin for the 
wretched family. # * # 

" Thank God I am again in England, though not with 
the same feelings that I left it. Last night, as I quitted 
Dublin in the steam-boat, the dark clouds traversed the 
sky in rapid confusion, and when the sun burst through 
them, the mountains on the right and left threw their long 
shadows towards England. This shadow spreads in my 
fancy over the lately 60 glowing scene, and the more I 
endeavour to efface it, the more indelible does it appear, 
like the blood-stains to Lady Macbeth. I have read and 
written much on the sufferings of different ages and na- 
tions, and wrote and read with sympathy : but it is a far 
different thing to see them — to see them in their gigantic 
form in our highly-extolled times, denied and extenuated 
— nay, acknowledged and justified— by those who, like the 
French, fancy that they are at the head of all human civi- 
lization. No wonder if the native Irish, like the prophet 
of old by the waters of Babylon, sit down and weep, if I, 
a stranger, am compelled to reckon the few days I passed 
among them as the most melancholy." 



BURIAL OF THE MINNISINK, OR NORTH AME- 
RICAN INDIAN CHIEF. 

On sunny slope and beechen swell 
The shadowed light of evening fell ; 
And when the maple's leaf was brown, 
With soft and silent lapse come down, 
The glory that the wood receives 
At sunset in its golden leaves. 

Far upward in the mellow light 
Rose the blue hills — one cloud of white ; 
Around, a far-uplifted cone 
In the warm blush of evening shone — 
An image of the silver Jakes, 
By which the Indian soul awakes. 
But soon a funeral hymn was heard, 
Where the soft breath of evening stirred 
The tall, grey forest ; and a band 
Of stern in heart, and btrong in hand, 
Came winding down beside the wave 
To lay the red chief in his grave. 
They sung, that by his native bowers 
He stood in the last moon of flowers, 
And thirty snows had not yet shed 
Their glory on the warrior's head ; 
But as the summer fruit decays 
By early blight, so closed his days. 
A dark cloak of the roebuck's skin 
Covered the warrior, and within 
Its heavy folds the weapons made 
For the hard toils of war were laid ; 
The cuirass, woven of plaited reeds, 
And the broad belt of shells and beads. 
Before, a dark-haired virgin train 
Chanted the death-dirge of the slain; 
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Behind, the long procession came. 
Of hoary men, and chiefs of fame, 
With heavy hearts, and eyes of gnei 
Leading the war-horse of their chief. 

Stripped of his proud and martial dress, 
Uncurbed, unreined, and riderless, 
With darting eye, and nostril spread, 
And heavy and impatient tread, 
He came — and oft that eye so proud 
Asked for his rider in the crowd. 

They buried the dark chief : they freed 
Beside the grave his battle steed ; 
And swift an arrow cleft its way 
To his stern heart ; one piercing neigh 
Alone — and on the dead man's plain 
The rider grasps his steed again. 
Idagh, Co. Kilkenny. J. 3 




CLOG-TjKAGu. 
This old tower is situated on the Slieve Donard moun- 
tain, in the parish of Ma^hera, county of Down. It is 
about twenty feet in height. R. M. 



BUKN-COUKT CAfeTLfcl, CO. TIFP^KaKV. 



LORD NELSON. 

"Nelson's greatest victories were those of the Nile, Copen- 
hagen, and Trafalgar." — Dublin Penny Journal, Vol. iii. 
p. 405. 

Sir — The above quotation is taken from an article in 
your Journal which adds a lustre to its pases, and does 
honour to the dead. The battle of the Nile was one of 
Nelson's first, greatest, and most glorious struggles. There 
it ^as that the prowess of British seamen did credit to the 



father land, and fully proved to the world they on?/ 
fronted the cannon and the breeze " to conquer and to 
win." -A set of very splendid %nd chaste medals were 
struck, after the engagement, by order of Mr. Davison of 
St. James's square, London, and were presented to a num- 
ber of individuals. As I have only seen four in either 
public or private collections for many years past, I have 
procured for you a correct sketch of the obverse and re- 
verse of one in the possession of Doctor Maffet, con- 
ceiving that it may serve to ornament and reader useful 
some " niche'* in your publication. 






The following is a sene9 of Nelson's communications 
imnediately after the victory of the Nile : — 

On the morning of the 2d, Sir'H. Nelson issued th? 
following order : 

'" Vanguard, off the Mouth of the Nile, 
August % 1798. 

" Almighty God having blessed his Majesty's arms with 
victory, the Admiral intends returning public thanksgiving 
for the same at two o'clock this day ; and he recom- 
mends every ship doing the same as soon as convenient. 

" To the respective Captains of the Squadron.** 

On the same day the following complimentary memor- 
andum was issued to all the ships : 

" Vanguard, off the Nile, August 2, 1795- 

K The Admiral most heartily congratulates the cap- 
tains, officers, seamen, and marines of the squadron he has 
the honour to command, on the event of the late action ; 
and he desires they will accept his most sincere and cor- 
dial thanks for their very gallant behaviour in this glo- 
rious battle. It must strike forcibly every British seaman, 
how superior their conduct is, when in discipline and good 
order, to the riotous behaviour of lawless Frenchmen. 
, ** The squadron may be assured the Admiral will not 
fail, with his dispatches, to represent their truly merito- 
rious conduct in the strongest terms to the commander- 
iu chief." 



